


CONTENTS.

GraUMMs Bit.

2006 CLUB EVENTS and other SHOWS.
ExhauvstDead.

To Infinity and Beyond.
Or The PORTUGUESE EXPEDITION.

TRANSCAT Revival.
Parts Up-Date,
(.'tntr_i;._Sprﬁﬂ.

Front Tow Bars.
A LETTER.

Our Regular E-Mail from the North.

ICE COLD in ALEX.
VEHICLES for SALE.

MEMBERSHIP List for 2005.
NEW MEMBERS for 2006.

GraUMMs Bit,

Well here we go, 2006 here we come.
First off the Virtual Prize this year for the fastest renewal goes north of the
hoarder to Club Member Jack Thorpe in Lanarkshire '

Sadly Jack has asked me to Advertise his TRANSCAT For Sale as he is
now suffering from Arthritis and can't get in and out.

We are still struggling for members only 63 for 2005 including 10 new.
But we lost 13, _
We had 67 Members in 2004 but only 9 new and lost 23.
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2006 CLUB EVENTS and other SHOWS.

I hope you are all going to join us on all the Club Events this year.
This is all the dates I have for now there are other dates to be arranged.

The Bank holiday dates are written in stone.
The other dates are subject to change.

[ have put in two dates when there is a choice of week-ends.
More will e known nearer the time.

Friday 7th, Saturday 8th, Sunday 9th & Monday 10th April.

GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS ATTEMPT.

Is any body going to this event and if so can you let me know as I need to
make arrangements.

If 1 don't hear from any one by the end of February I will be planning 10 go
to the next event listed below.

Saturday 8th April.
The OLD SODBURY ( Vintage ) SORTOUT Newbury Show Ground.
The event for having a good rummage or as they say ‘one man's rubbish’

May Day Sunday April 30th

The ABINGDON FAYRE. ( For me Tractors )

A good event for every thing from Classic Cars to Old Tractors and Trade
and other Stands, And don't forget the aeroplanes.

[ may have some spare entry forms if you want fo go.

NEW DATE.

Thursday 18th, Friday 19th, Saturday 20th, Sunday 21st

& Monday May 22nd.

The MAY WELSH Week-End.

The first of the Club Events.

1 will be travelling down on the Thursday as usual to arrive early
afternoon

A full update in the April Newsletier.

Al products and services are only CLUB The CLUB take no responsibility
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Friday June 30th, Saturday |st & Sunday 2nd July.
or Friday 7th, Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th July.
The K M MOTORING PAGEANT.

| will be there from Friday lunch time onwards.

Saturday 15th, Sunday 16th July.
Woodcote Steam Rally. Nr Reading. ( Tractors )
A full update in the June Newsletter.

Thursday 3rd, Friday 4th, Saturday 5th, Sunday 6th & Monday 7th August.
The August Welsh Week-End & Gower Show.

The second Club Event of the year along with a visit to the Gower Show.
More news nearer the time.

Wednesday 9th August
The PORTUGUESE EXPEDITION.

See the main item.

The 4x4 SHOW.
When and if this event happens.

ExhaustDead.

How many of you with ALTER Il Turbe's that have a full Stainless Steel
Exhaust System.

Now how many of you have had the front pipe were it connects to the
Turho shear off-

[ have just had the second one break and this time it is on my 100 inch
Pick Up.

! know with Stainless Steel when it gets hot it gets very brittle and behind
the turbao it gets VERY HOT.

1 think the answer is to have the Turbo flange made from a short length of
Mild Steel.
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To Infinity and Bevond.
Or The PORTUGUESE EXPEDITION.

As vou can see by the Club Events List the proposed trip to Portugal is
planned for the middle of August.

1 will update you in each Newsletter right up to the time.

The Time Table.

The outward trip is planed to follow on from the Welsh Week-End with us
starting to arrive on the Gower from Thursday afiernoon onwards.

This will be our normal week-end gathering with a trip to the Gower Show
on the Sunday.

We will be staying an extra day and departing for the run down to Devon
on Tuesday morning with a stop over night some where between Exeter
and Plymouth.

Departing the camp site around nine for the run down to Plymouth ferry
port far the crossing o Santander,

Times and distances have yet to be calculated.

Once we land on Spanish soil there is just over 500 Miles to go.

Owr man in Portugal Norberto Liberato is looking forward to our arrival
and is willing to give us all the help we may need.

Club Member Richard Williams who has lived in and travelled to Portugal
many times over the years is acting as part time guide and ticket
consultant for the trip.

With this years Membership Form you may have read the small print on
the bottom where it said

Are you willing to join us on a TRIP to PORTUGAL.

The following members said they would be interested.
Hayden Bonadie in Devon.

Pat Leggett in South London.

John Rhodes in North Yorkshire. g

Richard Williams in Shropshire. ( of course )

And don't forget ME.
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TRANSCAT Revival,

Over the last six months or so I have been slowly resurrecting my
TRANSCAT Pick Up.

The first thing te do was get it started as it had been stood for two years.
All the spare battery's 1 had were unwilling to turn it over fast enough to
start so we pushed it out in to the road and tow started it,

This engine must be one of the most abused engines I have used.

When [ got this engine from Club Member Daniel Whitehead in South
Wales it had stood covered over in a open lean-to for about four years
after being removed from an L D V 400 van of unknown parentage.

I fitted the engine in the Pick Up afier converting it to UMM Spec as |
needed the engine in place to do all the rewiring.

It was filled with used diesel engine oil as a temporary measure then
started (o test every iing.

It started and run and has been running ever since.

After some time it started to use oil so it got any old diesel oil tipped in it
just to keep it running, It became a sort of oil recycling unit disposing of
old engine oil.

The oil problem was diagnosed as vaive stem oil seals so the cvlinder was
eventually removed after shearing two head bolls.

To get the head off we had to put a bottle jack between the water pump and
the bottom pulley and two crowbars at the back of the engine 1o get the
cylinder head to separate.

With the head off the broken head bolts were removed and new oil seals

fitted 1o the valve stems.

After reassembly the engine was started and no more smoke or oil loss.

It still hasn't had an oil or filter change in something like ten thousand
nmides,

Even the diesel filter has never been changed.

1f that's not enough the fuel tank has every thing from red diesel to
petrol-diesel mix to cooking oil poured in it, It has even had regular diesel.
And this engine still starts and runs, Smokes a bit at times and some times
smells a bit like a chip shop but it keeps on going.

Now back ro the plot,
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First problem,
With the engine running the clutch had frozen and no amount of snatching
or banging would split it so the gear box had to come out.

The good thing about the TRANSCAT is that you can lift off the doors.
With the doors off and the seats out then remave the centre floor plate and
the heater panel.

Afier placing a support under the back of the engine the gear box was
unbolted and lifted back.

The clutch pressure plate was then removed and the driven plate stayed
hehind,

A sharp tap with a hammer and the driven plate fell off-

Then every thing was put back together.

While the engine was exposed the starter motor was removed and the end
cover of the solenoid replaced as the main battery terminal was making a
poor connection.

With the 110 amp battery I got at the 4x4 Show fitted the engine spun over
a treat and soon started abet with a lot of smoke but this soon eleared with
the engine running for a while.

All four dampers were changed and new ‘U’ bolts that I had made from
{dmm bar fitted to the rear axle.

The temporary "U” bolt on the front axle that was made from a piece of
12mm studding was replaced with a modified 12mm 'U" bolt.

The brakes were checked and one of the rear brakes cleaned of oil as there
is a small leak of oil from the oil seal.

Back at the beginning of summer ?? I had an Austin FX4 Taxi for scrap
and some of the goodies 1 kept were the door handles.

When my TRANSCAT was on the road both door lock barrels disappeared
one after the other so we could not lock the cab.

Strange as it may seam the Taxi door handles are an almost an exact fit
apart from there is a single bolt fitting behind the button on the
TRANSCAT handle and two bolts on the Taxi handles.

Al products and services are only CLUB The CLUB 1ake no responsibifity
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Using the gasket as a template drill two 7mm holes for the bolts and you
have two nice chrome handles.

With every thing working I booked it in with my regular M O T man.

The M O T didn't take long it was trying to access the D V L A Computer
ay this was there first M O T on-line.

With my new computer printed M O T Certificate and advisory sheet with
some minor things to attend to | am ready for the road.

A sew tow bar has been fabricated on the back with an extension to move
the tow ball out from under the spare wheel.

Parts Up-Date.
ALTER 11 Front Flexible Brake Hose with Banjo End.

LOCKHEED - LH 3269. ( Lada )

You will have to change the pipe nut as this flexible hose has a melric end.

Centre Spread.

I was looking for a picture to use as a centre spread and this is the best I
could come np with.

This is Club Member Richard Williams aboard his trusty stead at
The 4x4 Show in September 2003.

This machine is a WHEELHORSE 212 - 58B EUROPA
Made in America.

A 12 Horse Power 30 inch cut Garden Tractor.

It is fitted with 12 Hp Kawasaki Engine.

The cutting deck has been removed so I could get it in the back of my
Starion Wagon.

This was the only working machine in my collection at the time with a
right hand clutch & brake peddle.
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Front Tow Bars.

How many of vou out there have home mad'e front tow bars.

By this | mean either a ball hitch bolted on to the front bumper or plate
of some kind bolted or welded ta the front bumper with a coupling of some
kind attached and with no reinforcing behind.

Although the bumpers on these vehicles are made from 2ntm steel they are
not strong enough to tow on and they will bend on impact.

These kind of towing attachments could be dangerous.

When [ got my latest Normal Aspirated Station Wagon some one had
bolted a ball hitch to the front bumper on the left hand side with out even a
plate or some BIG washers behind and the bolts were showing signs of
mulling through the holes.

The only safe way to push or pull with the front is with a reinforced drop
tow bar with the cross bar inline with the front spring eve bushes or the
lower bar of the ALTER with the front protection system.

A LETTER. Richard Williams.
} Revells Close.
Durlsion Heath.
Ellesmere.
SY 12 9ND

Diear Grafian,
Fust to say thank you very much for bringing your Tractor alang iv ifhe
Ind Shoie and making it possible for me 1o get around and see everything.

Ont the Monday I went to Knighton in Mid Wales and stopped over and had dinner wilh
s
I arrived home on Tuesday.

Leg freling much better and I enjoyed the drive.
Thanks once again, Enjoyed your company and our cooking an your B. B. 0
Richard.
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Our Regular E-Mail from the North.

Dear Graham,
More heavy engineering work ahead. As I last wrote,
Both rear brakes not functioning.

This Alter had no right to pass any tests for some years, by the evidence -
long seized pistons and linings plastered in oil, so that the linings are
totally unworn (no friction).

Offside is quite simple - {luid leaking past the seals. However | find there
have been fruitless efforts over the years to seal an oil leak from the
bearing - some kind of silicone stuffed in -hasn't worked..

So no choice - get off the half shaft. On reading the manual, as usual, my
one seems Lo be a little different. So bash on hopefully, and end up
sweating like the proverbial

with a six-foot monkey bar and then some - a four foot length of
scaffolding attached, practically levering the beast off its axle stands.

Then just when 1 was giving up after several sessions, the half shaft slid
out by itself onto the deck.

Don't ask how, that will do. Then T find that the retainer ring has been
attached in a pretty severe way, seems that heat has been applied and dabs
of spot welds around the shaft. So I'll take the job to a local engineer,
Unless you have any suggestions as to the whereabouts of a good nearside
half shaft and assembly (second-hand). Bearings and seals | can buy
locally of course. I don't suppose 1 could have inserted the bearing and
retainer ring myself anyway, 1 see the manual describes the need for a
MAassive press pressure.

By the way, getting the small lining retainer springs off is a hopeless
fiddle. T can't understand why they are made like this. If nobody has other
sugpestions, 1'll replace the small metal pressing which sits on the

back plate with a long small boll through the spring and tighten its nut with
spring washers against the back plate. And for years I've wondered why
adjusters have square-ends - they always seize and get rounded off. You
would think a larger metric spanner size head - say 14 or 15 at least would
be more sensible, there is room for that. While my back plate is off I'll

All products amd xervices are only CLUB The CLUB take no resporesibility
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have big nuts welded on the adjuster heads.

So now, off to order new wheel cylinders. As you would expect, nothing
moved like it should. The fluid pipes were seized - although the pipes are
copper and the bleeder nipple snapped. And although the pistons hadn't
moved for

years they are scored.

Happily, although oil has seeped from the axle for years there is a small
amount [eft in the case, it hasn't run dry.

As usual, if you want to print this boring anorak guff for the benefit of
mankind and the furtherance of democracy in our stricken world in your
terrific newsletter please do, and if any members want to berate me for my
feeble amateur efforts they can, on condition that that provide sound
advice, call me on 07 05 01 69 080 and I will call back.

Yours aye, Gregor

ICEC in ALEX.
An E-Mail from Club Member Jon Ashwell.
GralUMM

You need to watch the film a few more times as the front axle on the
Ambulance keeps changing throughout the film !!

Hadn't spotted the Land Rover, so will keep an eye out for it next
time !l

Best regards

Jon

VEHICLE. ALE,

A-Reg. TRANSCAT. Hard Top / Windows.
5 New 750 x 16 Tyres. Much Work Done.
£600.00
Contact Jack Thorpe on 01659-74260.
Lanarkshire.

All prodicts and services are only CLUB | The CLUR take no responsibility
recomimerdat ions ] for miixise or nishops.
and nod always genuine UMM Parts. | Puage 12

J-Reg. ALTER Il Turbo. Pick Up.
55,000 Miles. Needs Work forM O T.
Contact David Karniewicz on 01271-345806. After 6 P.M..
North Devon.

MEMBERSHIP List for 2005,

BERKSHIRE.
Graham Poller. Phone - 01 18-941-5327.
35 Colyton Way Purley on Thames. Reading. Berkshire. RG £ 8 BL.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
Adrian Slade. 49-05 Phone - 01494433454,
Mantles Gireen Farm. School Lane. Old Amersham. Buckinghamshire. HP 7 0 EJ

Nick Tleail. 54-05 Phone - (11844-29208
6 Aylesbury Road. Cuddington. Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire. HP 18 0 BD

CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
Peter Lagden. 53-03 Phonc - 01223-872305.
‘Keepers Cottage” Newton Road. Litfle Shelford. Cambridge. Cambridgeshire. CB2 5 HN

CHESHIRE,
John Miskelly, 06-05 Phone - 01782-750312

“Yew Tree House™ School Lane. Oaneley. Crewe. Cheshire. CW 3 2 QL

DERBYSHIRE.

Jason Curieis, 32-05 Phone - 01298-25981.
Combs Head Farm. Combs. High Peak. Derbyshire. SK.23 9 XA

DEVON.
Brian Granger. 47-05 Phone. 01392-860604.

Linvingshaves Cottage, Silverton. Exeter. Devon. EX 5 4 T

Haydn Banadic. 23-05
33 The Village. Newton St Cyres, Exeter, Devon. EX 5 5 BY

Susan Prat, 22-05 Phone. 01884-881453.
Elwernhy Bridge Farm. Rackenford. Tiverton. Devon. EX 16 & DZ

David Karmiewice. 33-05 Phome. 01271-345806
Northfield Park. Gooleigh. Bamstaple. Devon. EX 32 7NR

FEmma Steward. 39-05
4 Brandon Roead. Laira, Plymouth, Devon. PL 3 6 AT

All products and services are only CLUB The CLUB rake no responsibility
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Andrew Bennett. 44-05
Iart 5t Mary. Higher Mill Lane. Buckfast Devon. TQ 11 0 EN

DORSET,

Denisis Bawdon. 37-05
31 Avon Road West. Christchurch. Dorset. BH 23 2 DF

Robert Hogben, 38-05
12 Lome Road, Dorchester. Dorset. DT 1 21LQ

Phone - (11305-260538.

Phillip Jackson. 29.05
‘Heather Cottage” Morcton. Dorchester. Dorset. DT 2 §RL

GCLOUCEST ERSHIRE.
Wal Robertson, 26-05 Phone.
(1454853050, .

103 Woodchester. Yate. Bristol. South Gloucestershire. BS 37 8 TX

HAMPSHIRE.

.‘i:mm: Mm’miqg_ 19-05 Phone. 01425-622030,
I Longleat Gardens. Chatsworth Park. New Milton. Hampshire. BH 25 5 XF

Phone. 01929462035

Anthony Spreadbury. 48-05
5 Spemywell, Mottisfont. Romsey. Hampshire, SO 51 0LS

Trevor Spacagna. 18-05 Phone. 023-8073-3773.

¥ Rosslyn Close. North Baddesley. Southampton. Hampshire. S0 52 9 JL

HERTFORDSHIRE,

Ciregor Davey. 5805
I Giosling Avenue, Great Officy. Hertfordshire, SG 5 3 ER

Ernie Darby. 08-05
14 Priory Place. Faversham. Kent. ME 13 7 HF

Phone. 07974-497485,

lames Crawshay - Willizms, 12-05
43 Scotton Street. Wye, Ashford. Kent. TN 25 5§ BU

Phone, 07989-034509.

Jon Ashwell. 02-05
Bellmead. Smarden Bell. Sshford. Kent. TN 27 & NT

LANCASHIRE.

lan Mellor. 13-05
21 The Medway. Summil. Heywood. Lancashire. OL 10 4 SP

Phone. 01233-770117.

Phone. 01 706-621292.

Chrisiopher Toase, 24-05
29 Leeson Avenwe. Chamock Richard. Chorley. Lancashire. PR7 5 NB

Phone. 01257-794392,

Phone - 01202486974,

=
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LONDON.
Pat | eggett, 60-05
7 Tilbrook Read. London SE 3-9 0D

NORFOLK.
Damion Kerslake. 36-035
“Water Meadow™ Low Road. Wortwell. Harleston. Norfolk. 1P 20 0 HI

OXFORDSHIRE,

SHR I 2
Richard Williams. 17-05
1 Revells Close. Dodleston Heath. Ellesmere. Shropshire. §Y 12 9 ND

Phone. 01986-788515.

Phone. 01691 6590629,

Brian Cope, (9-05 Phone. 01952-550459.

‘Knutty Rock Cottage” Ellerton Road. Hinstock. Market Draton. TF 9 2 NN

SOMERSET.

(Miver Frost, 55-05 Phone. 01458-830909.
e Flat. Breach Farm. Glastonbury Road. West Pennard. Glastonbury. somersel. BA 6 8 NM

Jim Panton, 4505 Phone. 01823-601206.

Clivelands Farm. Churchinford. Taunton. Somerset. TA 3 7 PX

STAFFORDSHIRE.
Fred Willinmson. 32-05 Phone, 01782-502761.

‘Endon Mill” Gration Lane. Endon. Stoke on Trent. Staffordshire. ST 9 9 AG

Marcus Holfmann De Visme. 15-05 New Addiress. Phone. 01785-240233.

25 Crescent Road. Rowley Park. Stafford. StafTordshire. ST 17 9 AL
SUFFOLK.

SUNDERLAND.
Jamie Emerson. 30-05
4 Royle Street. Grange Town. Sunderland. SR'2 9 RJ

Phone. 0191-510-8117.

SURREY.
Peter Gramett, 03-05
Glen Lodge. Blacksmith Lane. Chertsey. Sumey. KT 16 8 AD

Phone. 01932-571022.

Jayne Newman: 42-05
172 Franklin Way. Croydon. Surrey. CR 0 4 UN
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SUSSEX,
Jan Antenowicz. 3405 Phone. 01903-247844.
‘Southdown Nursery. WI&&.MW«MW&S&W& BN 12 6 PP

Barry Partridge. 51-05 Phone. 01903-753264.
lancing Fruil Farm. Old Salts Farm Road. Lancing. West Sussex. BN 15 8JG

Colin Bovee. 20-03 7 Phone, (11825-890306
‘Bunees” Blackboys, East Sussex. TN 22 1A °

Robin Tyler. $9-05
33 Hillside Road. Hastings. East Sussex. TN 34 2JX

WARWICKSHIRE.
Roger Higgerson. 03-05 SOLD Phone. 01 788-333512.
16 Bracken Drive. Bilton. Ihw Warwickshire. CV 22 6 SP

WILTSHIRE.
Karl Kayser. 57-05
41 Lansdowne Road. Calne. Wiltshire. SN 11 9 DS

YORKSHIRE.
Simon Moses. 40-05 Phone. 01422-882016.
68 Caldene Avenue. Mytholmeyod. Hebden Bridge. West Yorkshire. HX 7 5 AJ

James Hurrell, 16-05 SCRAPPED. Phone. 01723-367311.
Flal. 2 110A Victoria Road. Searborough. North Yorkshire. YO 11 1SL

Jobe Rhodes. 63-05
19 Hamerton Close. Hunmanby. Nr Filey. North Yorkshire. YO 14 0 QR

Paul Clarkson. 10-05 Phone. 01947-821196.
“The Larches’ 26 Summerfield Lane, Stainsacre. Whithy, North Yorkshire. Y0 22 4 NU

EIRE.

John Grace. 46-05

SCOTLAND,
David Goymer. 1105 Phone. 01224-680081.
2 Arnape Gardens. Aberdeen. AB 16 6 XA

Robert Barnes. 43-05 Phone. 01776-840688.
12 Ward Place. Drummore, Stranraer. Wigtownshire. DG 9 9 PX

Gircgor Robertson. 27-05
116 Trinity Road. Edinburgh. Midlothian. EFL 5 3 JZ
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